[Adrenomedullin. A new peptide involved in the regulation of the cardiovascular system].
Adrenomedullin was originally discovered in human pheochromocytoma but is now known to be widely distributed in various organs. Adrenomedullin is a potent vasodilatator peptide that exerts major effects on cardiovascular function. Plasma adrenomedullin concentration is increased in patients with cardiovascular disease such as hypertension, congestive heart failure, myocardial infarction, renal failure and other diseases. The present review summarizes the recent advances on adrenomedullin research and demonstrates that adrenomedullin is one of the important vasoactive peptides involved in the physiology and pathophysiology of cardiovascular system.